
Gulfport High School
2021-2022

US History
Dr. Switzer

cimmie.switzer@gulfportschools.org

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The purpose of this U.S. History class is to help students gain an understanding of the significant
people, policies, and events that have shaped United States History from 1877 to the present.
Students will develop academic practices that will benefit them in this class as well as help them
succeed in other classes.
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CLASS REMIND
- Remind is another form of communication for this course.
- Instructions to add my class to remind.

Add by Text Message: Enter this number: 81010 Text this message: @9a4cgd

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
A. Attendance

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to get makeup work. If you need to meet with
me about the work, you may see me before, after school, or during my tutoring time.

B. BELL-WORK/OPENING ACTIVITY TIME
1. Look on the board for your bell-work and beginning working on your

assignment.
2. You will be given 5-10 minutes to complete the bell-work and complete the

following:
a. Have your materials ready for class.
b. Place your backpack under the table.
c. Follow instructions.
d. If you finish review your notes, reading assignment, or check over

your homework.
C.   CELL PHONE POLICY

Cell phones may be set on silent and at my charging station. Or cell phones may be set
on silent and in your bookbag. At no times should your cell phone be out during class.
Should your cell phone be out, it  will pick it up. You may also be referred to the office
for this  infraction. Please take care of this prior to the start of class. In short, if your
cell phone interrupts instruction in any way, it will be picked up.

D.     DISMISSAL/END OF CLASS
All resources must be returned to their correct areas. As young adults, you are expected
to pick up after yourselves; please do so. NOTE: Do not pack up until activities are
concluded for the day. Remain seated.

E.     EMAIL
The Gulfport School District has given Gmail accounts to all students. All assignments
and written communication regarding assignments will take place through the GSD
account.

F.   EXITS FROM THE CLASS
Handle all of your personal needs prior to your entrance to class. Exits will only be
allowed in cases of emergency or a call from the office. You will be given three “EXIT”
passes at the beginning of the nine weeks. We will strive to observe the 20/20 rule. The
time limit on these passes is two or three minutes, and you must have my permission to
use them. After the passes have been used, you may not leave the room. Passes are
nontransferable. At the end of each semester, all students who have not used their
passes will receive a drop grade for a daily grade.
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G.         GRADED WORK
This is your insurance policy. Keep everything I have graded and returned until you
have received your progress report print-out/report card.

H.          LATE ASSIGNMENTS
Students will lose credit for assignments turned in late.

I. MAKE-UP TESTS/MISSED WORK
It is your responsibility to keep up with your assignment in the event of your absence. It
is your responsibility to retrieve hand-outs you missed and to schedule any makeup
sessions (for lectures, discussions, etc.) you need in order to help you succeed. Should
you have any questions about the makeup work, you may ask them before school,
during the bell-work period, or during my off-period. Any make-up tests must be
completed in a timely fashion. Make-up tests will be given BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
within one week of the missed test unless circumstances dictate otherwise.  With
very few exceptions, these appointments must take place during my tutoring time.

J. NORMAL POLICIES/PROCEDURES
1. Eating/Drinking- Allowed, but minimal
2. Drinks should have a lid/cap
3. Phones=issues. One warning
4. Tardy Policy- follow school policy
5. Discipline ladder

K. PARTICIPATION
Your participation in this class is critical for your success. Sharing your “take” on course
topics helps us all come to a greater understanding. There are, however, things you
should keep in mind when participating:

1. Raise your hand if you wish to contribute or have a question when we are
having whole group discussions or wait for a pause in conversation. Use
courtesy (don’t interrupt!) and quality communication skills (listen to learn, not
only to respond).

2. THINK before you speak --- Is what you are saying true? Is it helpful? Is it
inspiring? Is it necessary? Is it kind? Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
Is it beneficial to all concerned?

3. Do not leave your seat to talk to someone else while the teacher or a
classmate is speaking. This behavior is rude, distracts others, and is disruptive to
the discussion.

L. PLAGIARISM
According to dictionary.com, plagiarism is defined as :
the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts
of another author and the representation of them as one's own original
work.

Plagiarism in any form is not tolerated; when discovered, plagiarized work presented as
your own will result in an automatic zero and referral to administration per the
handbook.
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M.   TARDIES
1. You are considered TARDY if you are entering class after the tardy bell has rung.
2.   Please follow these instructions if you are tardy:

a. If you are given a pass by another teacher/staff member, give it to the teacher,
WITHOUT interrupting the activity at hand. Your tardy is excused ONLY with a pass.
Please know, however, that if this is repeated too often, the tardy will no longer be
excused.

b. If you do not have a pass, go directly to your seat. The tardy is UNEXCUSED and
will count toward your accumulated total. Receiving three tardies per nine weeks
results in detention. Four or more tardies will result in office referrals.

N.    TECHNOLOGY PROCEDURES
1. Students will keep the floor area around his/her table clear.
2. Notebooks and purses should be kept under tables unless instructed by the teacher.
3. Students will report any equipment malfunction to the instructor immediately.
4. Students will not write on, hit, or abuse the computers/Chromebooks.
5. Students will return all materials to their proper storage location when they are finished with

them.
6. Students will collect and throw away all litter in, around, or under their desk/workstation.
7. Students will take proper care of the equipment assigned to them.
8. Absolutely no eating or drinking is allowed at the computers.

Throughout the year information may change or be updated. Students will be notified of the changes.
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I have read the course syllabus for Dr. Switzer’s US History class. I understand the class policies,
procedures, and expectations.

Student Signature

Date

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

Parent/Guardian Email Address
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